
Lebanon. 
 
Now in its tenth year, Lebanon remains at the forefront of one of the worst humanitarian crises of our time and 
continues to host the highest number of displaced per capita in the world and in one of the smallest countries in the 
world, showing tremendous commitment to displaced Syrians and vulnerable populations within its borders. As of 
November 2020, the Government of Lebanon (GoL) estimates that the country hosts 1.5 million Syrians who have 
fed the conflict in Syria, including 879,598 registered as refugees with UNHCR, along with 257,000 Palestine 
Refugees in Lebanon, Palestinian refugees from Syria, other UNRWA eligible persons from Lebanon. 
 
Besides the loss in human lives, the physical damages caused by the Beirut Port explosions are calculated in US$3.8 
to 4.6 billion (the most severely affected being housing and culture sectors); and the losses in economic flows are 
estimated to be in the range of US$ 2.9-3.5 billion (the most severely affected being housing, followed by transport 
and port and culture).xviii Furthermore, the impact of the Beirut Port explosions on August 4 extend far beyond 
Beirut, severely damaging the main logistical entry and exit point of a country heavily reliant on imports, as well as 
impacting the productive sectors and small to medium size businesses. More than 90 per cent of Lebanon’s imports 
are through Port of Beirut, and with the damage of most of the nation’s stockpiles, there is a real threat to food 
security in the country. 
 
The multiple crises have exacerbated pre-existing fragilities, vulnerabilities and an already challenging humanitarian 
situation for the most vulnerable Lebanese, and for displaced persons from Syria, Palestinian refugees from Syria, 
Palestine refugees in Lebanon, and migrant workers. They are disproportionately affecting persons with specific 
needs, including children. The crisis has also had a significant toll on Lebanon’s already strained natural resources 
(water, air, ecosystems and land). In addition, the deteriorating conditions of both Lebanese and displaced 
populations, can increase radicalization and extremism, thus adding more pressure on Lebanon’s security. 
 
The social and economic crisis in Lebanon is turning into an education catastrophe, with vulnerable children facing a 
real risk of never returning to school. Even before the pandemic, rising inequality since the onset of the economic 
crisis in the country led to a gap in access to quality learning among Lebanon’s poorer children. 55% of Lebanese 
families are living in poverty, with even higher rates among Palestinian (70%) and Syrian refugees (90%). Poverty is a 
steep barrier to children’s access to education, as many families cannot afford learning equipment or have to rely on 
children to provide an income. More than 1.2 million children in Lebanon have been out of school since October 
2019, when protests and civil unrest affected many parts of the country. 
 
At a glance: 
• 3.2 million People in need.  
• Lebanese Pound has lost almost 80% of its value. 
• Poverty Rates for Lebanese 28% in 2019 up to 55% in May 2020 
• Extreme poverty among displaced Syrians 55% in 2019 up to 89% in 2020 
• 46% of Lebanese households report reducing adult consumption in favour of children. 
• 80% of Palestinian refugees report lost their jobs or having reduced income. 
 
While we cannot help every situation Aid to the Church in Need does have an appeal to help. You can find more 
details here. Aid to the Church in Need | Lebanon Emergency Appeal 2020 (acnuk.org).  On the donate page you can 
choose the campaign you wish to support so please do scroll down to Lebanon in the drop-down box. Parishioners 
could make donations separately if you would rather encourage this than take up a second collection. 
A Lebanon Crisis Response Plan (2021 update) document is available from admin.caritas@diocesehn.org.uk. 
 
Prayer: Light of New Hope 
  
God of refuge, hear our prayer as we hold the people living in Lebanon in our hearts at this time. Fill us with 
compassion and move us to reach out in love. In your mercy, bring comfort to those who mourn, healing to those 
who are injured, shelter to those who are homeless sustenance to those who hunger. Give strength to those who are 
working to rebuild shattered lives, and protect those who are vulnerable especially in a time of coronavirus. Lead us 
in your ways so that together we may bring the light of new hope wherever there is destruction and despair. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.   

Adapted from a CAFOD prayer. 
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